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This examination paper consists of THREE sections (A, B and C). Students 

must answer ALL sections on a separate sheet of paper. The marks for each 

section appear between brackets.  

 

Section A: Read this passage carefully and then answer ALL the following 

questions in detail. 
 

"People are surprised when I tell them that I’m a soldier. I work hard just like my 

male colleagues, maybe more. After all, it’s a man’s world; you have to be tough. I 

always wanted to be a soldier, I’ve always dreamt about adventure. I finished my 

studies and started working as a beautician. Then I changed careers. I’ve been a 

soldier for two years and a half now. I wanted the real experience of soldier life, with 

the Infantry which requires intensive training. I’m truly happy with my decision. 

 

Many describe a soldier’s job as masculine. There are only 90 female soldiers in Malta. 

I was given a warm welcome. The courses and training were challenging. I’ve 

encouraged other women to take up this line of work. We need more women in the 

army. They shouldn’t give up, they can do it. I was often told that I wouldn’t make it, 

but I’m glad and proud that I did it!" - Carly 

Adapted from: The People of Malta  

 

Questions: 

1. What is the difference between sex and gender?  (4) 

2. Gender roles in society are changing. Mention two that were previously considered 

to be male roles and explain how these have become more attractive to 

women. (5) 

3. Nowadays, men are also performing roles that were previously associated with 

women. Mention one of these and explain why this change is occurring.  (4) 

4. How does religion influence gender roles? (4) 

5. Political parties are doing their utmost to increase women’s participation in politics. 

(a) Mention two measures to get more women in politics. (4) 

(b) What is hindering women from taking part in politics? (4) 

(25 marks) 
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Section B: Read this passage carefully and then answer ALL the following 

questions in detail. 

We live in a time when the environment that supports human life is in peril. Most of us 

find a way to ignore this reality on a day-to-day basis. To hold this information close 

to our hearts would make it difficult to do the practical business of daily living but as 

creative people we need to respond to this crisis in order not to become totally numb. 

We need to sort out how this ecological emergency is impacting our lives and those of 

our neighbours. We also need to imagine a future where our grandchildren can live in 

better harmony with each other and the natural world. 

 
Adapted from: Art for Change, Facilitating an Interdisciplinary Art Curriculum 

Questions: 

1. Explain the term sustainable development.  (3) 

2. Mention and explain each one of the 3 Rs. (6)  

3. How should we dispose of waste in the best possible way in order to preserve the 

environment? (4) 

4. Pollution is affecting us. Mention three types of pollution and their effect both on 

us and on the environment. (6) 

5. Consumerism is using up our limited natural resources on Earth. Discuss. (6)  

(25 marks) 

 

Section C: Choose TWO from the following titles and write around 250-275 

words on each one of them. 

 

1. Discuss the effect of technological developments on Maltese society and on the 

economy. 

2. Explain global warming and discuss ways of how we can reduce its negative effects.  

3. Explain the different types of migration and discuss how we can integrate 

immigrants in society.  

4. Define demography and give reasons for the increase and decrease in population.  

5. Social Studies is a subject that helps you take a look around you and analyse the 

society you’re living in. Discuss by giving various examples.   

(50 marks) 

Total: 100 marks 


